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Idaho Medicaid FAQs

Idaho Medicaid makes it possible for children and adults with low incomes to get and stay healthy. It provides 
essential and comprehensive healthcare for expectant mothers, helps people with disabilities live independent lives, 
supports our seniors, and ensures children receive regular check-ups. Many Idahoans with low incomes work in jobs 
that do not offer health coverage. Medicaid allows individuals to see a doctor when they are sick, receive preventive 
care, purchase medications, and go to the hospital. Medicaid reduces state and county uncompensated care costs, 
saves tax payer dollars, and improves access to care in rural areas. 

Families with Medicaid do not have to choose between going to the doctor, buying groceries, or paying the rent.

What is Medicaid?
Signed into law in 1965 as a part of the Social Security Act, Medicaid offers health coverage for children, adults, 
seniors, and people with disabilities living in households with low incomes.  Although the federal government 
provides guidelines for Medicaid, each state is granted certain administrative control over coverage and eligibility. 

Medicaid provides comprehensive health benefits, including preventive care, doctor visits, dental benefits, and vision 
benefits. It also provides access to behavioral health services and medications. Enhanced benefits are available for 
Idahoans with disabilities and special needs to provide additional health service supports if necessary. 

What is the difference between Medicaid and Medicare?
Medicaid is a type of health insurance that covers individuals of all ages; eligibility is based on income. Medicaid 
covers a large portion of medical expenses and includes minimal co-payments. The majority (53 percent) of Idaho 
Medicaid beneficiaries are children.1 

Medicare is a federal health insurance program for 
individuals over the age of 65 or individuals with 
a qualifying disability; eligibility is not based on 
income. Medicare covers medical costs through trust 
funds that beneficiaries have paid into. Individuals 
have co-payments, deductibles, and different covered 
benefits than Medicaid. Although uncommon, an 
individual can be covered by both Medicaid and 
Medicare if they are considered “dually eligible.”

Who is eligible
Medicaid has multiple programs that provide 
health coverage for eligible Idahoans across the 
state. Idaho children with qualifying disabilities 
may qualify for Medicaid regardless of income. 
The other eligible groups in the chart must meet 
certain income eligibility requirements to receive 
coverage2 1. Medicaid.gov: “June 2020 Medicaid & CHIP enrollment Data Highlights”. 2020.

2. Idaho Department of Health and Welfare: “Idaho Medicaid Expansion”. 2020.
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How is Medicaid expansion 
funded?
Medicaid costs are shared by the state and 
federal government. The federal government 
pays a larger portion of Medicaid, but 
percentage varies based on the program. For 
example, Medicaid expansion is funded with 
90 percent from federal dollars and 10 percent 
from state dollars.

Medicaid expansion generates savings at the 
local level and state level. It is generating 
savings to the state Catastrophic Care 
Fund (i.e. indigent funds) by reducing the 
number of uninsured claims, and Idaho’s 
criminal justice system will also experience 
cost savings as community-based substance 
use disorder treatment and mental health 
services are made available to Idahoans at 
risk of offending or re-offending.  With tens 
of thousands of Idahoans receiving access 
to healthcare services through Medicaid 
expansion, this creates new jobs and increases 
economic activity across the state. Medicaid 
expansion will increase tax revenue by 
more than enough to cover Idaho’s share of the cost after the first full year of implementation. These savings will be 
realized in Fiscal Year 2022.4 

How do Idahoans apply?
Idaho Medicaid has multiple options to apply. Idahoans can apply through livebetteridaho.org, over the phone, in 
person, mail, email, or fax. There are a few community outlets that provide enrollment assistance, but these are very 
limited in some areas of the state. Idahoans can call 211 the Idaho Careline to find enrollment assistance in their 
area.

What is Medicaid expansion?
In November 2018, Idaho voters passed Medicaid expansion at the ballot by 61 percent. Coverage for eligible 
Idahoans began January 1, 2020. Prior to the implementation of Medicaid expansion, thousands of Idahoans fell into 
“the health coverage gap” because they did not qualify for traditional Medicaid (income exceeds $386 per month 
for a family of three) but did not make enough to qualify for tax credits to purchase coverage on the state health 
insurance exchange, Your Health Idaho. 

Under the new state Medicaid expansion law, a parent in a family of three would qualify for Medicaid if household 
monthly income is below $2,498.  Medicaid expansion is now providing tens of thousands of Idahoans that were 
previously uninsured access to quality and affordable health coverage.3

3. Idaho Department of Health and Welfare: “Idaho Medicaid Expansion”. 2020.
4. Idaho Center for Fiscal Policy: “Key Facts About the Impact of Medicaid Expansion on Idaho’s State Budget”. July 2019

�e state will invest 10 percent of the ost to 
provide Medicaid health coverage to 91,000 
Idahoans who can’t a�ord it. 

$44.6 
million
investment

Increased health care coverage will allow the 
state to spend less on existing programs for 
uninsured Idahoans.  

$31.2 
million
state program 
offsets and 
savings

Expanded access to preventive care will 
create more health care jobs, leading to 
additionall jobs in most sectors and nearly 
allIdaho communities. 

5,600
new jobs

�e newly created jobs will bring higher than 
average incomes, increasing household 
spending power. 

$50,000
average annual 
compensation

Statewide economic activity will increase, 
generating new revenue from sales, excise 
and income taxes. 

$16.9 
million
new revenue from 
economic growth

�e state’s initial investment would generate 
annual net savings, in addition to local 
bene�ts not included here. 

$3.5 
million
net annual 
state savings


